Combined FESMCC/EDISMC Minutes

June 20, 2003

The chair of the FESMCC, Ms. Teresa Sorrenti of GSA, opened the meeting with a hearty thank you to the members for their patience due to the delay and for agreeing to move the meeting up to an earlier time.

Mr. Vessell of the EB Standards Office reported the following:

· Mid 905 plan – will bring JECPO to an end in FY04.  All systems except EMALL will come over to DISA 

· The EB Standards Office 

· Funds for FY03 have been committed

· Expects to receive about 50% of the funds received in FY03 for FY04

· Anticipates www.fedebiz.gov will move to the DISA server  

· Will support Technical Analysis, but doesn’t expect funds to be available for IC Development



CCSFWG

Limited activity this period

FFWG

Four ICs have been approved and 3 are currently out for vote (4010 810P/810C/857).  The 3050 versions of the 810C, P and V are in the process of being revised in support of Wide Area Work Flow (WAWF)

GFWG

· E-Grants has been re-named "Grants.gov" as part of a new branding strategy to differentiate it from many E-Grant projects at the state and agency levels.  

· The Electronic Standards Working Group, formed under the Inter-Agency Electronic Grants Committee, will focus on developing XML standards for grants transactions.

· The Research & Related Subcommittee will handle changes and maintenance of the EDI standards for now.  The R&R group:

· Sent public comments on the 194 to LMI for prep work prior to developing response

· Plans a meeting (subsequently set for 31 July 2003) to finalize the 4020 version of TS 194

· Will work to harmonize XML standards and other data set changes 

· Support Funding has been made available from the Grants.gov PMO

· LMI will work to finalize the 194 4020 version; supporting Grants through mid September

· Booz Allen Hamilton data modelers are expected to take over thereafter

LFWG 

The Logistics Functional Working Group is working to make their ICs more generic. Ms. Hilert also announced WAWF may soon request changes to the 856 and the 861. Mr. Craig led a discussion regarding the inconsistencies in the Quantity, Quantity Shipped and Quantity Invoiced in a number of ICs, which include the 810C, 810V, 810P, 857, 856 and 861. 

(Refer to the attachments for a copy of the LFWG Status Report.)

PFWG

Ms. Sorrenti indicated she’d heard rumors that the 850 was being split. Mr. Dan Lindner was unable to attend this meeting, so a call was placed to him to confirm or dismiss this rumor. Mr. Lindner indicated this is an unfounded rumor.  The only split from the basic 850, is the 850T created exclusively for the telecommunications industry. This IC will be used by the Air Force and DISA.

Another item discussed was the Federal 3050 865 IC.  It went out for Review & Comment via A/I 01-76, but no additional action has been recorded to date. Mr. Lindner reported there’s a lack of use within the procurement community at this time, so the issue is comatose.  Suggest it be deleted from the IC tracking list

Federal Procurement Data System-Next Generation (FPDS-NG)

GSA recently awarded a contract to Global Computer Enterprises, Inc. (GCE), for the design, development, and operation and maintenance of the new Federal Procurement Data System-Next Generation (FPDS-NG). Each agency must determine the best method to connect existing or new procurement, financial, and/or program back office systems with FPDS-NG for FY 2004 data submission.

FPDS-NG is currently in the functional qualification test phase, but is scheduled to go live October 1, 2003. For more information, visit their web site at www.fpdsng.com.

TRANSPORTATION

The Defense Transportation Electronic Business Committee (DTEB-C) met at LMI HQ in McLean, VA, on 9-10 June 2003. The main objective was to facilitate the inaugural meeting of the DTEB XML task group.  This group will provide functional and technical expertise to the DTS as it begins to develop infrastructure and processes to support the exchange of documents via XML.

Mr. Napoli also indicated he believed the WG still plans to move the FED 4010 322 IC on to ballot. That version should contain IC notes

(Refer to the attachment for a copy of the presentation)

XML Discussions

· Will there be an XML Group similar to the EDISMC/FESMCC? We don’t know because we are not certain if there will be any policy documents saying you have to use ebXML, etc. in the way that there’s policy guidance for X12 today.

· The XML Design Rules are still being reviewed by X12

· Anyone can submit info into the DOD XML Registry. The information is entered as a “Proposed” input and “Published before Subscribed”.  This allows for a Review process before the any information goes final. Currently, all work is being posted e.g. proprietary, and there are no rules for what one can submit.

· DLMSO is developing 55 schemas using EDIFECS. These schemas are being forwarded to DAASC and to DLIS. Currently, no applications are using these schemas, but they are coordinating with the VANS on their efforts

Ms. Sorrenti believes converting from an X12 format to XML format is probably not the best method, and hopes this is a short-term solution. Ms Hilert believes it is if you are trying to be interoperable with legacy systems, services, etc.  Ms. Sorrenti indicated she hopes some else is looking at Business Process Engineering

A/Is

· The EB Standards Office will send out an e-mail a day(s) before the next combined FESMC/EDISMC meeting indicating which participants will attend

· Ms. Sorrenti asked Mr. Schneider to prepare a draft of what he feels the EDI/XML survey should state, and forward a copy to her and to Ms. Wiggins. Mr. Schneider believes the current draft can be simplified to include questions like Are you using X12 Transactions? If so, how long will you continue to use them?  

· Ms. Sorrenti will provide a copy of the names of the individuals that attended the EB conference sponsored by NIST on May 30, 2003.  UBL, UN/CEFACT, and RosettaNet were among those present.

· Functional Working Group Presentations/Briefings should be submitted to Ms. Wiggins days prior to EDISMC/FESMCC meeting 

The next combined FESMCC/EDISMC meeting will be held Friday, October 10, 2003 at 9:00 A.M. at GSA in Crystal City.

Meeting adjourned

