1)  Since the last FESMCC meeting, the Grants FWG has been operating in

an ad hoc manner pending an official call for membership, and a formal

affiliation with the E-Grants Initiative.  

2)  In April 2002, GSA agreed to transfer sponsorship of the

Inter-Agency Grants Committee (IAEGC), which had been supporting grants

TS 194, to HHS, under the aegis of the E-Grants Program Office.  This

constituted our formal affiliation with E-Grants with the generation of

our new charter.  

3)  Last Fall we recommended several changes to TS 194 in Version 4020,

and it is out for an extended comment period (ending 28 February per OMB

request).  E-Grants intends testing a web portal grant application

system this summer, using the SF 424 data (included in portions of TS

194) as its Core, and the OMB request was to allow alignment with

comments on a revised SF 424.  

4)  In October we officially solicited Federal agencies to provide

particularly qualified representatives for a new group, called the

Electronic Standards Work Group (ESWG) by the E-Grants PMO.  This

embodies the Grants Functional Working Group we had planned, and reports

to the IAEGC for organizational purposes.  Responses to a January 15

deadline came from the following Federal entities:  Commerce, DoD,

Energy, EPA, HHS, HUD, NSF, Treasury, Transportation, USAID, and

Education.  The kickoff meeting of this group is set for Wednesday,

January 29th, at HHS (subsequent to these notes, we held a successful

meeting with 100% representation from members).  First tasks include

work on data standards for the grant announcement and the application.

Work will be shared with the Procurement Working Group to ensure

resolution of overlapping grants/contracts data elements.  

5)  Temporary administrative support, for the ESWG kickoff meeting and

some preparation, is being supplied by E-Grants to LMI via an expiring

contract for IAEGC support.  
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